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Disability Awareness Month 
 

     Pleasant View’s Disability Awareness Month 
celebrations in March included the rally on court 
square, Public Service Announcements on the radio, 
and an inclusive trivia night at Sage Bird Ciderworks.  
Some new voices at the rally included:    
• April Smith, who 

spoke about moving 
into Lee High and the 
sadness she felt 
because of the recent 
death of her mother.  
She finds joy in 
spending time with 
her friends.  She had 
recently dressed up and joined her friends for a 
limo ride and dance at “Light the Night” prom.  

• Caden Devalle, a member of JMU’s APO, has 
volunteered with Pleasant View for the past two 
years. In his remarks 
to the crowd, Caden 
said he loves 
hanging out with his 
friends at Pleasant 
View: Linda helping 
him call out Bingo 
numbers and Dennis 
beating him at cornhole all the time.  “I really love 
the community Pleasant View has fostered.”  
Caden concluded by saying that volunteering with 
Pleasant View has genuinely affected his  

 

Caden Devalle speaking at rally 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Great Community Give:  
Shaping a More Inclusive World 

  
     Pleasant View was created to provide independent 
living opportunities for individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities (IDD).  In March of 
1971, we became one of the first community-based 
homes licensed in the Commonwealth of Virginia. For 
the past 53 years, Pleasant View has been supporting 
individuals who have disabilities in living out their 
goals for meaningful work, relationships, and spiritual 
development.  
  
     Individuals with IDD face limited residential 
options in our community and throughout the state.  
This shortage sometimes forces them to move away 
from family and friends to receive services that meet 
their individual needs.  It is our vision that all people 
will have the opportunity to live in and enrich their 
communities.  To create accessible community living 
options for individuals with IDD, generous 
community members donated $15,976 toward Pleasant 
View’s $20,000 goal.  Your generosity during the 
Great Community Give will make a direct impact by 
helping us to renovate, furnish, and reopen the Linford 
and Becky Gehman House this year. 
 
 

Thank you for your support! 

Accessible Homes: The Gehman House Before Picture 

April Smith speaking at rally 
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Supporting Individuals with      Intellectual Disabilities Since 1971

 
Highlights from Our 
Adventure: 
• April Ausbrooks had 

a fantastic time, 
especially enjoying 
her purchase of a 
women's Orioles shirt. 
She’s now eager to 
attend a Ravens game. 

• David 
Swartzendruber was 
delighted by the 
Orioles’ home runs 
that day. 

• Linda Swartzendruber 
loved singing during the 7th inning stretch, 
which made her laugh, and cherished the Orioles 
hat and stuffed animal David bought for her. 

• Pam Miller enjoyed singing old country songs 
with David, Linda, and Jon McCall on the way to 
Baltimore. She was also impressed by the 
accessibility of the stadium and parking. 

• Dennis Sampson loved the game and exploring 
the Orioles store, although he found that the 
items were overpriced so he chose not to buy 
anything. 

• Elliott Reedy had never seen a major league 
baseball game and wasn’t initially enthusiastic 
about going, but ended up glad he went. He and 
Dennis, who don’t often spend time together, 
enjoyed laughing and watching videos on his 
phone on the way home. 

• Lex Halterman and Winston Martin were all 
smiles at the game, and both enjoyed dining at 
Olive Garden in Frederick, MD, on the way back. 

 

A Pleasant Surprise 
Derek Yoder admitted 
he wasn’t looking 
forward to the game 
due to the long day 
and numerous 
unknowns. However, 
he was pleasantly 
surprised by how smoothly the day went. As he put 
it, we were able to experience the day at “the pace of 
Pleasant View.” We enjoyed being together, worked 
well as a team, gave each other grace when needed, 
advocated for our needs, and were graciously 
accommodated. 

undergraduate 
experience at JMU .   
 
     During March, we 
also partnered with 
Amberlee and Zack 
Carlson, owners of 
Sage Bird Ciderworks, to 
participate in one of their 
weekly trivia nights during JMU’s spring break.  At 
the Trivia night, they welcomed Pleasant View and 
let participants know what we do, included topics we 
love in the trivia, saved us tables, and made other 
accommodations we needed.  They did not make the 
questions any easier, which kept the night 
competitive.  This was a great opportunity for 
individuals who chose to attend to meet new people, 
make informed and supported decisions about how 
they want to live their lives, visit with 
community friends, and be challenged 
like everyone else at Sage Bird.  Genny 
Pipitone, an attendee from Pleasant 
View, said she had fun and would like 
to do it again this summer. 
     It doesn’t need to be Disability 
Awareness Month to explore how to be 
more inclusive and included.  Building healthy 
relationships and being a valued part of a community 
is important to us all.  This is a focus of every 
month. 
 

 
A Day at the Ballpark: Pleasant View's 

Exciting Trip to See the Orioles 
 

     In mid-May, three small groups from Pleasant 
View embarked on an exciting adventure to 
Baltimore, Maryland, to watch an Orioles game. 
David Swartzendruber, a devoted Orioles fan, was 
thrilled to share his love of the game with his wife, 
Linda, for the first time. Linda, who had never 
shown much interest in baseball before, found 
herself caught up in the excitement of the day. 
Thanks to the accessible vans provided by the 
Department of Rail & Public Transportation's FTA 
5310 grants, we were able to include everyone who 
wanted to join and could handle the long day trip. 
 

Our Mission: Pleasant View supports individuals who have disabilities in living out their goals 

 for meaningful work, relationships and spiritual development. 

Brenneman House Bath (After) 

Enjoying Accessible  seating at the game 

Trivia at Sage Bird Cederworks 

“Disability Awareness” Continued  

Our gang at the game 

“Orioles” Continued on back  

“Orioles” Continued   

“Orioles” Continued  



Supporting Individuals with      Intellectual Disabilities Since 1971 

Pleasant View, Inc. is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, or denied the benefits of, its transit services on the basis of race, color or national origin, as protected by  
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  For additional information on Pleasant View’s nondiscrimination policies and procedures, or to file a complaint, please visit the website at 
 http://pleasantviewinc.org/civilrights.html or contact Emily Bowman, Integrity Director and Accessibility Committee Chairperson, PO Box 426, Broadway, VA 22815-0426,   
email: ebowman@pleasantviewinc.org, phone: 540-433-8960 between 9 AM -5 PM M-F, or Fax: 540-433-0483 
 
Instructions for filing Title VI complaints are posted at www.pleasantviewinc.org and in posters on the interior of each vehicle operated in passenger service and agency’s facilities, and are also  
included within Pleasant View’s policy manual and admissions packet. 

Grand Slam Sponsor: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Longest Drive Sponsors Closest-to-the Pin Sponsors 

Open Sponsors: DuPont Community Credit Union, Wellness Concepts, Integrity Insurance Group,  

Trans Tech Towing, and Pleasant View Board of Directors 
 

In Kind Gifts: McDonalds, Mr. J’s Bagels, 

Birdie Sponsors: 

Ryder Sponsors: 

Master Sponsor: 

http://pleasantviewinc.org/civilrights.html
http://www.pleasantviewinc.org


      individuals with disabilities to live enriching lives 
in their communities. We extend our heartfelt 
thanks to our generous 
sponsors who made this 
possible, and introduced 
more contests, including 
four hole-in-one 
challenges and a putting 
contest. 
 
The competition was fierce 
with the SFS Safety and 
Tools team securing the top score of 57. The tie for 
2nd and 3rd place at 58 was broken, placing the 
David Broad Team in 2nd and LD&B in 3rd. 
Although there were no hole-in-one winners, Mike 
Davis and Dave Armstrong took home the Closest 
to the Pin honors. The Longest Drive contests were 
won by Greg Baker and Tammy Laliberte, while 
Evan Brooks triumphed in the putting contest. 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated and 
supported our mission to empower individuals with 
disabilities! 

 
A Memorable Moment 
The highlight of the day, unanimously agreed upon, was 
witnessing Adley Rutschman’s walk-off two-run homer 
over the high right-field scoreboard in the bottom of the 
ninth. The excitement was palpable as we joined the 
crowd in cheering this thrilling moment. 
 
You can relive some of these wonderful moments 
through pictures and videos on Pleasant View’s Facebook 
and Instagram pages. 
 
Thank you to everyone who made this day possible. It’s 
experiences like these that remind us of the joy and 
camaraderie we share at Pleasant View. 
      

Golf Fore EMPOWERMENT:  
Pleasant View's 27th Annual Tournament 

 

We enjoyed perfect weather at Lakeview Golf Club on 
May 31, 2024, for Pleasant View’s 27th Annual Golf 
Tournament. Twenty-three teams kicked off the day with 
a prayer led by Brenneman House resident and long-time 
volunteer, Jon McCall. Thanks to our new inclusion 
sponsors, Jon was able to form his own team with a 

friend from church and Pleasant 
View, along with three other 
inclusive teams joining the fun. 
 
The tournament raised an 
impressive $23,323 to support 
services that empower 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
• Gehman House Open House TBD 
• Cornhole Tournament: September 21, 2024 at 

the Broadway, VA, Beards and Broads. 
Registration 8 AM and bags fly at 9 AM. 

• Fall Banquet TBD 

(L) James Blakely, Matt Ropp,  
Les Helmuth, Craig Miller 

“Orioles” Continued   

Heather Thompson,  Vince Sherman,  
Laura and Jon McCall, Marvin Stroop 

Disability Awareness Rally: Kevin, April, Jon and JMU APO members 


